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HEALTH PRACTITIONER REGULATION NATIONAL LAW (WA) BILL 2010 

Committee 
Resumed from 12 August. The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Hon Jon Ford) in the chair; Hon Simon 
O’Brien (Minister for Transport) in charge of the bill. 

Schedule 1: Health Practitioner Regulation National Law — 

Committee was interrupted after the schedule had been amended. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Members, we are continuing with schedule, part 11, proposed section 245 and 
amendment 4/S on supplementary notice paper 125, issue 4. 

Hon ADELE FARINA: Sorry, Mr Deputy Chairman; I am having difficulty hearing you and because I was 
away last Thursday on business, I am not clear where we are up to. If you could just go through that again, I 
would appreciate it. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We are at page 233 of the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Bill 
2010. We are dealing with schedule, part 11, proposed section 245 and the committee recommendation 4/S on 
supplementary notice paper 125, issue 4. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: On behalf of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, I rise to 
move the committee recommendations standing on the supplementary notice paper. I understand that the 
government has looked at these recommendations since we met last week and adjourned further consideration of 
them. That being the case, I am absolutely delighted to move — 

Page 233, after line 7 — To insert —  

(3) Despite section 7(1)(d) of the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Act 
2010, sections 41 and 42 of the Interpretation Act 1984 apply to regulations made 
under subsection (1). 

In doing so, I make the comment that as a backbench member of this government, I am delighted that the 
government has supported the committee’s recommendations. As members will recall, it is a week since I stood 
in this place and made the impassioned plea on behalf of the people of Western Australia for this government not 
to abrogate our state sovereignty in this regard. I particularly thank the Minister for Health for listening to my 
argument on several occasions when I had the opportunity to speak with him and for acting on those 
recommendations. I think that this is a fine example of an upper house doing its job as a house of review and 
placing legislation under the microscope to ensure that we do not give away our state’s rights. As I said last 
week, that is one of the main reasons that I put myself up for election as a member of this house; therefore, I am 
delighted. 

The committee is constrained by time limits in our reporting. For this report in particular, our committee under 
the chairmanship of Hon Adele Farina and with members Hon Linda Savage and Hon Nigel Hallett spent a lot of 
time meeting at very odd hours—late into the night and on weekends—to ensure that we could give the Health 
Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Bill 2010 our most detailed scrutiny. To now see these committee 
recommendations come to fruition and be taken up by this government is a fantastic demonstration that the 
committee system does work well, and I am very proud to have played a small part in ensuring that the rights of 
all Western Australians are being enshrined and guaranteed under this legislation. However, again, it is also a 
great example of this government, of which I am very proud to be part of, listening to its backbenchers when 
they have something to say, taking it on board and acting in that direction. Therefore, I am very proud to move 
these amendments on behalf of the committee. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: I welcome the comments by Hon Liz Behjat. I look forward to her and other members of 
the committee speaking on the committee recommendations in the range of committee reports that come before 
the chamber. The chamber may well have noted that to date it has generally been only the chair of the committee 
who has stood in the chamber and supported the recommendations of the committee. I was pleased that Hon 
Linda Savage made a contribution today, but I encourage Hon Liz Behjat to speak more often on the matters that 
the committee of which she is a member puts before the house. 

Committee interrupted, pursuant to temporary orders. 

[Continued on page 5562.] 
 


